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lieutenants, the Shindias and Holkars, and later on, the Bundeles,
Vinchurkars and Patwardhans,—these worked together for a
hundred years under an assurance which was seldom disappointed,
that the several powers would respect each others* right, and prevent
their total ruin by the aggrandizement of any one of their body.
This idea of mutual co-operation and of respect for each other's
position constitutes the main interest of the story of the Maratha
Confederacy during these one hundred years. The equality of the
several powers was guaranteed by sanads and treaties, and in the
famous treaty made with the emperors of Delhi in Balaji Bajirao's
time, this equality was asserted by the two great lieutenants of the
Peshwa standing surety for their master's fidelity to the trust
accepted by him on pain of their leaving the Peshwa's cause if he
broke his word, The essential idea therefore of the Confederacy
was that the several members thereof should enforce the
preservation of a balance of power in the interests of all. It was
this assurance that kept the Confederacy together for so many
generations. (3) Besides the two bonds of union mentioned above
which held the Confederacy together by sentiment and patriotism,
Balaji Vishwanath adopted the precaution of still firmly binding
the different powers by making their material interests centre in
the common discharge of their duties. When by the success of
his diplomacy at Delhi he secured the emperor's sanction to the
levying of chouth and sardeshmukhi in fhe Deccan, it was arranged
that this work of collecting the Babtis should be distributed among
the two chief Ashtapradhan members of Shahu's Council and
himself in such a way as to prevent all chance of internal conflict
The Pratinidhi, the. Peshwa and the Pant Sachiv were made the
collectors of the Raja's Babtis in different proportions, and in
places apart from their chief possessions. This same principle was
enforced, at least in theory, when chouth and sardeshmukki levies
were made beyond the limits of the Deccan Subhas. The division
of power was so arranged as to make the interests of all a common
concern. (4) The great commanders also held their inam and vatan
lands in the Maratha country proper, and their fidelity was thus
secured by their attachment to these hereditary possessions held
by them at a distance from their camps. (5) Besides these material
interests, a general obligation was placed upon all commanders
to present the final accounts of their administrations into the State
Treasury. A great central Fadnis or Secretariat Department was
organized, where the accounts had to be examined and checked. <6)
Besides the Central Treasury and the Accounts Department, each
commander, large and small, of Maratha armies and forts was
accompanied by officials appointed by the Central Authority, and

